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National Day of Mourning—-theSory

On Thursday April 28" workers
throughout British Columbia will be
asked to honour workerswho havedied
as a result of injury or occupational
disease. Workers, survivorsand others
gather at memorid sitesthroughout BC
(pleaseread story page 2) or stopfor a
moment at their workplaceto show their

respect.

Workersin Sudbury and elsewherein
Canadainthe 1970'sand* 80'shad been
honouring theanniversary datesof those
killed onthejob. InBC, Ironworkers,
and others, marked the 17th of June
1958 anniversary of the collapse of the
Second Narrows Bridge.

Fra AidAttendantssometimesareinthe
tragic position of givingfirst aid, and
despite our best efforts losing a co-
worker. We are also workers, and as
Attendants we are at risk of injury
ourselves, and this issue of the
Newdetter honoursFrst Aid Attendants.
On April 28", we can think of our
colleagues, other First Aid Attendants,
when we think of workers killed or
injured on thejob. Wetell you about
Terry who despite being badly injured
had todirect hisco-workershow to care
for him (pleaseread hisstory pages4 &
5).

April 28"wasformally selected by the
Canadian Labour Congressin Canada
in 1984, as the National Day of
Mourning. April 28 waschosen by the
CL C becauseit wastheanniversary of
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This rubbing was taken from the Memorial in Hastings Park, Vancouver
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third reading of Canada’'s first
comprehensiveWorkers Compensation

“On April 28", we can
think of our colleagues,
other First Aid
Attendants...”

Act (Ontario, 1914).

Thefederd government recognized April
28" by passing aprivate membershill;
Bill C223 the Workers Mourning Day
Act, which recelved assent 1 February
1991. Parliament specified that it
honours those killed or injured in the
workplace, and the government
symbolicaly fliestheflag at half-mast.

Thegovernment of BC recognizedthe
date in 1987 and designated it as a
specia day in 1992 for similar reasons.
In Saskatchewan the Members of the
Legislature honour the deceased by
reading their namesinto therecord if
theHouseisin session.

continued on page 3...
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Day of Mourning

Each year the CL C hasathemefor theNationa Day of Mourning but thethemefor thisyear isnot
yet available(March).

The symbol of April 28" asthe date to honour workers has been adopted by theAFL-CIOinthe
United States. Asthe concept of the day of mourning spread to the United States and Europethe
emphasisshiftedin 1996 to officialy includeinjured workers, and the ceremony included the practice
of burning candles and incense at the United Nations that year. It has also been adopted by
workersin more than one hundred countriesthroughout theworld.

Thethemes established by the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) for this
year, the 10" anniversary I nternational Commemoration Day (ICD) for Dead and Injured Workers
is. “Prevention through Employer Accountability” and“ Safeand Healthy Work for All”.

A threeday conferencewill beheldin Toronto April 29" to May 1% sponsored by “ Thread of Life
- the Workplace Tragedy Family Support Association”. Thisconference, through speakersand
workshopswill offer help and hopeto thosewho lost aloved oneor experienced life-dtering injuries
or diseases. Itisopentoal Canadiansaffected by workplaceincidents.

Commentsareinvited.



