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TrainingAgenciesAssoéiation 1Year Old

The BC Association of Independent
FrgAid TraningAgencies(BCAIFATA)
celebrated their oneyear anniversary at
thelir meeting hosted by Elaine Shigetomi,
Secretary/Treasurer of theAssociation
held at the Care Institute of Safety and
HedthinVancouver Saturday November
20", 2004.

Although theideaof first aid training
schoolsforming an organization had been
discussed for many yearsit wasonly with
thewithdrawal, inthelast few years, of
theWCB fromitsroleof formulatingand
guiding first aid policy that the idea
became the reality. The BCAIFATA
Directors present for the meeting
discussed their Association for this
Newd etter.

Paul Stephenson, President of the
Association and owner of TraumaTech
in Vancouver, explained that the late
Richard Courtenay, the long time
Director of theFirst Aid Section at the
WCB, had encouraged the schoolsto
form an association for many years.
“There had been some ad hoc
committeesover theyearsand with the
regulatory changesfrom prescriptiveto
performance based the Association
naturally arose’ hestated.
TheBCAIFATA proposesinitsMisson
Statement: “ To ensurethat our Members
providethehighest quality first aid and
safety trainingtodl students’ amongits
membership, the privately owned
schools. They share knowledge and
experienceto “cometo anindustry best
practicetofulfill the WCB requirements.”
Paul, withtheagreement of themembers,
dated: “TheAssociationisindiscusson
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with the WCB; the Board and the
Associationarelooking at industry-wide
quality assurance and stepsthat can be

Mission Statement: “To
ensure that our Members
provide the highest quality
first aid and safety training
to all students”

taken to maintain quality assurance of
programdelivery.”

Association membersexplained that al
examiners employed by member
agenciesmust dso beindructors, having
taught at least two coursesintheprevious
24months. Thisisadramétic difference
from the previous examination system
wherethe WCB Officersconducted the
examinations and most Board FAO'’s
had never taught the (post 1999) training
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modules with which students were
graded.

JmLaunay of Coast/Advanced FirgAid
in Nanaimo reported that for their
gudents*“thepass/fal ratesareinkesping
with the historical statisticskept by the
Board.” Other ownersagreed.
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TheAssociation isfocused exclusively on the
training aspect of first aid and safety, and agencies
which do independent course creation are not
eligiblefor membership, dueto concernsabout
coursecontent and liability issues.

Collegesdso arenot eigiblefor membership as
they arenon-prafit publicingitutions, athough Paul
stated that was still being discussed amongst the
members.,

Thisdoesnot mean that Association membersdo
not work with other training agencies; quitethe
contrary, member schoolswork closely with other
trainingindtitutions, such asby conducting student
exam evaluations (on afeefor servicebasis) for
somecolleges.

Therecent WCB decisonstoalow other courses
to be" equivalent” to WCB courseshaveraised
some concernwiththeAssociation members. The
equivaency of other typesof firstaidtrainingis
guestioned by the A ssociation because students
can receive equivalency for courseswhich are
shorter or morevaried thanthe Level 2/3 courses
together with certification for an examination
procedure that may not be as rigorous.
Commenting on the Justice Institute bridging
equivaency being lessrigorous, Jm asserted that
“the examination processisnot equivaent tothe
Level 3 exam process.” (See information on
course equivalencieson page 8)

After discussing theincreas ng paramedic content
of coursesoccurring through course equivaency,
Paul stated on behalf of the other membersthat
“Employerswant aqudity occupationaly focused
course, not aparamedic course, that meetsthe
requirementsinatimely cogt efficient manner.” Jm
stated that “ About 4 or 5% of first aid students

want to move up inthefield to paramedics, the
rest do not want to be trained as paramedics.”

Expressing the concern that thetraining must be
appropriateto the available equipment; Lorna
Larsen of FACTS in Vernon stated that
“Employersdo not have paramedic equi pment;

they havefirst aid equipment for their attendants
touse.”

Liability issueswithindependent coursesaredso
a concern to the Association members, since
procedurestaught may bedifferent fromthebasic
leve of carethe WCB expectsfrom an attendant
(primarily Levels2 and 3) and thereforeaschool

or anindividua may bedefending themsalveson
liability issuesfor using aprotocol that isnot the
WCB’sprotocoal, relying on the resources of the
training agency/coursecreator without the support
of the WCB. Due to this circumstance Paul

stated that “ The schoolsdid not want theliability
of using other courses.”

The scope of what the BCAIFATA intends to
achieve isto promote a high level of first aid
training within and outs deitsmembership: tothe
wholeindustry. TheAssociationwill beoffering
Instructor workshopsin June 2005 open to all

Level 1, 2, 3, and equivalencies Instructorsto
review training matters, withworkshopslead by
Dr. Al Holmes, Ron Straight and others.

The Association has member agencies from
Vancouver Idand, Kamloops, central Okanagan,
and thelower mainland, and ishoping to attract
membersfromthenorthernregion. Meetingsare
held every two months and rotate among the
regions.

For further information contact Elane Shigetomi,
Secretary/Treasurer BCAIFATA at, telephone:
604-873-6018, or toll freeat: 1-800-923-4566.

Commentsareinvited.



